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BY ELDER HEBER J. GRANT. 


THE following ie were pie hee Elder Heber J. Grant at the Salt 
Lake Stake Conferenoe, in the ‘Tabernacle, Balt Sunday 
noon, March 13th, 18998. 

It is a source of great 8 to me to once more Stand before the 
Latter-day Saints in this Tabernacle. As most of the Latter-day Saints 
assembled are aware, it has been nearly a year since I have occupied this 
position, during which time I have undergone a very serious surgical 
operation, which, according to the medical journals, should have ended 
my life. It is recorded that it is impossible for a man to recover who is 
in the condition that I was found to be in at the time of the operation. 
But I am grateful to be here; and I feel to thank my Heavenly Father, 
and the brethren of the Priesthood who administered to me and blessed 
me during the ordeal and promised me that I should recover. Since that 
time I have also been very sick with pneumonia, Some years ago I tried 
to insure my life, but the companies refused. Their physicians told me 
that.if I ever took pneumonia I wonld die. But I am still here, notwith- 
standing the report of the physicians of the life insurance companies. It 
is a source of pleasure to me to again mingle my voice with the Latter- 
day Saints, and to bear testimony to the knowledge that I possess of the 
divinity of the work in which we are engaged. 

I do not know whether in my weak condition Iwill. be able this after- 
noon, to preach to you or not. I may find that after speaking a few 
moments it will be necessary for me to. discontinue my remarks. But 
while. I stand before you I desire the light and the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit to aid and assist me in what I may aar, and I desire the faith 
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and prayers of the Latter-day Saints, because I know that the Lord hears 
and answers the prayers of the faithful Saints. I know that I have been 
abundantly blessed, in standing before the people to speak to them, in 
answer to the faith and prayers of the people that have assembled. It 
is a source of pleasure to me at home or abroad, in public or in private, 
to bear my testimony to the divinity of the work in which we are engaged 
and to the knowledge that I possess that Joseph Smith was a Prophet of 
God, that Jesus Christ was the Savior of the world, that God lives, and 
that He hears and answers the prayers of those who in humility and in 
honesty of heart supplicate Him for the light and inspiration of His 
Spirit. I have met many people who have questioned my testimony. 
They have said, “Mr. Grant, you cannot know these things.” But I am 
ready and willing to bear testimony that I do know them, and I know 
them as well as I know light from darkness, warmth from cold. I know 
after supplicating the Lord I have received answers. to my prayers. 
Therefore, I have a knowledge of these things, and I. know them as well 
as I know that I love my family and my friends. This knowledge has 
come to me in such a way that I am ready and willing to bear testimony 
to all the world, and I know that I will have to face the testimony that I 
bear. I would not be true to myself if I did not, when occasion offered, 
bear testimony of the things that I do know. Many people I have met 
have said, “Mr. Grant, how do you account for the fact that many of those 
who have borne witness of their knowledge of the divinity of the work 
called Mormonism, and of the divinity of the mission of the Prophet 
Joseph, have afterwards turned away from the Gospel of the Latter-day 
Saints and become its bitter opponents?” I simply answer that there is 
no promise made to any man, woman or child, no matter what testimony 
they may receive, or what light and intelligenoe may come to them from 
God, that they shall remain firm and steadfast in the straight and narrow 
path that leads to life eternal, only as they shall keep the commandments 
of God. I know of no individual among the Latter-day Saints who has 
been faithful in attending to his family and secret prayers, in attending 
to his public and his quorum meetings, who has been ready and willing 
to pay one-tenth of his income annually as a tithing to the Lord, who 
has observed what is known among us as the Word of Wisdom—I Koe 
of none such, I say, who has fallen by the wayside. But I know of many 
who, notwithstanding many great and marvelous things have been mani- 
fested to them, have fallen by the wayside, because they have neglected 
the duties and responsibilities which have rested upon them as Latter- day 
Saints. 

Ons of the most remarkable of the revelations contained in the Doctrine 
and Covenants I consider to be that contained in Section 76: That revel- 
ation was given to the Prophet Joseph Smith and Sidney Rigdon. Yet, 
notwithstanding this wonderful revelation and manifestation to Sidney 
Rigdon, all those who were in the Church in early days know that that 
man neglected his duty and failed to keep the commandments of God, 
and he fell by the wayside. J will quote a few Passages from this revel 
tion: 
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“And while we meditated upon these things, the Lord touched the eyes 
of our understandings and they were opened, and the glory of the Lord 
shone round about; ae „ 

“And we beheld the glory of the Son, on the right hand of the Father, 
and received of His fullness; | 

“And saw the holy angels, and they who are sanctified before His 
throne, worshiping God, and the Lamb, who worship Him for ever and 
ever. 

“And now, after the many testimonies which have been given of Him, 
this is the testimony last of all, which we give of Him, that He lives; 

For we saw Him, even on the right hand of and we hea 
voice bearing record that He is the only Begotten of the Father... 

“That by Him and through Him, and of Him the worlds are and were 
8 and the inhabitants thereof are begotten sons and daughters unto 


They heard the voice bearing record that He is the Only Begotten of 


the Father! They saw the holy angels that were sanctified before the 


throne; worshiping God and the Lamb! And yet Sidney Rigdon fell by 


‘There is, to my mind, no stronger testimony of the divinity of the work 


in which we are engaged than the very fact that men who receive these 
wonderful manifestations fall by the wayside if they do not keep the 
commandments of God. The Lord sustains only those who sustain Him, 
and who keep His commandments and live, according to the light and 
knowledge they have received after obtaining a testimony as to the 
divinity of this work. 
We find that Oliver Cowdery, one of the witnesses to the divinity of the 
Book of Mormon, fell by the wayside, after having signed his name, in 
connection with the other witnesses, to the testimony which is contained 
in this book: 
“Be it known unto all nations, kindreds, tongues, and le unto 
whom this work shall come, that wa through the r. of God the Father, 
and our Lord Jesus Christ, have seen the plates which contain this record, 
which is a record of the people of Nephi, and also of the Lamanites, their 
brethren, and also of the people of J who came from the tower of which 
hath been spoken; and we also know that they have been translated by 
the gift and power of God, for His voice hath declared it unto us; where- 
fore we know of a surety that the work is true. And we also testify that 
we have seen the engravings which are upon the plates; and they have 
been shown unto us by the power of God, and not of man, And we 
declare with words of soberness, that an angel of God came down from 
heaven, and he brought and laid before our eyes, that we beheld and saw 
the plates, and the engravings thereon; and we know that it is by the 
race Of the Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, that we beheld and 
record that these things are true; and it is marvelous in our eyes, 
nevertheless the voice of the Lord commanded us that we should 
record of it; wherefore, to be obedient unto the commandments of 
we bear testimony of these things. And we know that if we are faithfu 
in seme N rid our garments of the blood of all men, and be found 
spot less the judgment seat of Christ, and shall dwell with Him 
eternally in the heavens. And the honor be to the Father, and to the 
Son, and to the Holy Ghost, which is one God. Amen. Sep 
DAVID WHITMER, | 
MARTIN HARRIS” 


- 
fe 
4. * * é 


$56 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR 


Oliver Cowdery, the chief scribe for the Prophet Joseph Smith, and the 
leading witness here, fell by the wayside. Not only did God reveal to 
him and declare by His voice that this is a correct record, translated by 
the power of God, but this same man, Oliver Cowdery, in connection with 
the Prophet. Joseph Smith, had bestowed upon him the Aaronio Priest- 
hood by John the Baptist, the man who baptized our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. He also had bestowed upon him the Melchisedek or Higher 
Priesthood by Peter, James and John, the three Apostles of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ. And although he turned away from the 
Church, he never failed, to the day of his death, to nenden these 
things. 

An incident recently came to my notice through Elder C. M. Nielsen of 
this city. Brother Nielsen was on a mission in the Eastern States. After 
trying in vain at several places to secure entertainment, he asked a man 
who was just stepping into bis wagon, to take him fora ride. The man 
turned around and asked him a number of questions. Finally he asked 
him where he was from, and he told him he was from Utah, and that he 
wasa Mormon. The man invited him to get into his wagon and go home 
with him. When he got home the man related the following incident in 
the life of Oliver Cowdery, after he had left the Church: This man one 
day was at the county seat (as I remember, it was Springfield, Illinois), 
and there was a trial for murder going on. He dropped in just as the 
attorney for the defense was making his plea. This attorney, instead of 
defending the prisoner, took it upon himself to ridicule the 9 prose- 
cuting attorney, who was none other than Oliver Cowdery. He asked 
Oliver Cowdery to tell the jury what he knew about the “Mormon Bible,” 
about the “golden plates,” about “old Joe Smith,” and about the lie he 
had signed his name to regarding the divinity of the Book of Mormon. 
After the attorney had finished, Oliver Cowdery arose, and in the ! 
of the court and the assembled maultitade (the courthouse being ful}) he 
declared in the most solemn manner that every word written in this testi- 
mony to the divinity of the Book of Mormon was true. He declared that 
upon his head Peter, James and John, the Apostles of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, had laid their hands, and he had received from them the Melchise- 
dek Priesthood; that upon his head John the Baptist also had laid his 
hands and dated him to the Aaronic Priesthood. Said he, I bear 
witness before the court and the assembled multitude that the only reason 
that I to-day am not in Utah with the body of the people called Mormons 
is because I have committed sin, and I have fallen by the wayside; but 
the one ambition of my life is that I may before 1 die regain my standing 
in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.” This man testified 
to Elder Nielsen that that testimony had made such a vivid impres- 
sion upon his mind although it had been some twenty or thirty years 
before, that he had never been able to get away from it, and from that | 
day until the day he met Elder Nielsen he had desired to meet a Mormon 
Elder. He expressed delight at meeting Elder Nielsen, and he entertained 
him; and the result was that this man and all his family embraced the 


Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
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Oliver Cowdery himself bears testimony in the following language with 
„ the Aaronic Priesthood: 


These were days never to be tten—to sit Anden ide sound of a 
voice dictated by the inspiration of heaven, awakened the utmost grati- 
tude of this boson! [This was when he was acting as scribe for the 
Prophet Joseph]. Day after day I continued, uninterrupted, to write - 
from his mouth, as he translated with the Urim and Thummim, or, as the 
Nephites have „said, ‘Interpreters,’ the history or — — 


—— of M 
n even words, teresting accoun * —. 
his fal son — of a once beloved and by Mormon of 


heaven, would superced 8 I shall therefore defer. this 
to's future period, and as 1 5 ction, pass more directly to 
some few incidents immediately connected with the rise of this Chareb, 
_which may be entertaining to some thousands who have stepped 
the Gos 2 er the calumny of hypocrites, and embraced 
6 
No mp bay their sober senses, could translate and write the directions 
prin. to Nephites from the mouth of the Savior, of the precise 
manner in which men should build — His Church, and especially when 
corruption had spread an uncertainty over all forms and — prac- 
of the hen by boing buried in the | privilege — — 
e heart by being buri 2 — rave, to answer a con- 
science by the resurrection of Jesus Ch 
“After Sof ew the account given of the bs Savior’s ministry to the remnant 
of the seed of Jacob, upon this continent, it was easily to be seen, as the 
Prophet said would be, that darkness covered the earth and gross dark- 
ness the minds of the people. On reflecting further it me — to * 


seen; that amid the great strife and e religi 

authority from God to administer the of Por de the 
question might be asked — men authority to in the name 
of Christ who deny revelations, when His testimony is no less than the 
Spirit of Prophecy, and His religion ves tn built and sustained by immedi- 
ate revelations in all ages of the world, when He has had a people on 
earth? If these facts were buried, and carefully concealed by men whose 
have been in — once wt to shine the faces of 


ever willing to answer the consistent. prayer of the 
had called upon Him in a fervent manner, aside from 
i On a —— 


‘ spake 

parted poe pe angel of God came down, clothed pn 
the anxiously for onder and the keys of 
the What 4 what wonder! what aniasement! 
While world was racked while m — 
— for the wall, and — 
| general mass, our eyes beheld, our ears heard. in the ‘blaze 3 

the glitter of the Ma which then shed 
day ene over the 


: of nature! oa his voice, though mild 
to the center, and his Words, I am thy fellow-servant,’ 
fear. We listened, ‘we gazed, we 


admired! ‘Twas the voice of an 


from e ee fre the Most High! And as ve 
heard we rejoi His pape enicip ed upon our souls, and we were 
wrapt in the vision 0 * dds we was room for doubt? No- 
where; uncertainty had fled, doubt no unpre to while 


and deception had fled forever! 
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4 “But, dear brother, think, further think for a moment bab 3 ‘filled 
our hearts, and with what surprise we must have bowed (for who would 
not have bowed the knee for such a blessin ?) when we received under 
his hand the holy Priesthood as be said, ‘Upon you my —— 
in the name of Messiah, I confer this Priesthood and this authority, w 
shall remain upon earth, that the sons of Levi may yet offer an 
unto the Lord in righteousness.’ 

“T shall not attempt to paint to you the feelings of this heart, nor. the 

— beauty and glory which surrounded us on this occasion ; but you 
= believe me when I say, that earth, nor men, with the eloquence of 

me, cannot’ begin to clothe lan — in as interesting and sublime a 
— as this holy personage. ; nor has this — 1 power to give the 
joy, to bestow the peace, or comprehend the wisdom which 2 2 | 
in each sentence as they were delivered by the power of the Holy Spirit! 
Man may deceive his fellowman, deception may follow deception, and the 
children of the wicked one may have power to seduce the foolish and 
untaught, till naught but fiction f the many, and the. fruit of 
falsehood carries in its current the giddy to the grave; but one touch with 
the finger of his love, yes, one ray of glo the upper world, or 
one word from the mouth of the Savior, from the bosom of. Ar 
strikes it all into insignificance, and blots it forever from the mind! 
assurance that we were in the presence of an angel ; yes, one ray of glory. 
The certainty that we heard the voice of Jesus, and the truth unsull 
it flowed from a pure perso dictated by the will of God, is to me 
past description, and I shall ever ook upon this expression of the Savior's 
goodness with wonder and thanksgiving while I am permitted to tarry ; 
and in those mansions where perfection dwells and sin never r comes, 1 
hope to adore in hat day which shall never cease! 1” : 


I find that it is weatying me to n and that it ald not 4 be en 
in me to continue my remarks in the line I have started and as they are 
mapped out in my mind. But I rejoice that this man, Oliver Cowdery, 
did receive baptism and died a member of the Church. I rejoice in the 
gifts and the graces of the Gospel. I rejoice in knowing that the promises 
of God are true and faithful to those who believe. I do know that the 
gift of tongues exists among the Latter-day Saints. I do know that God 
hears and answers the ‘prayers of those who lay their hands upon the sick, 
‘many of whom are given up to die by the doctors. I know that God 
healed my children when they were affloted in Washington, through the 
faith and prayers of the Priesthood. I know, notwithstanding a spiritual 
medium told the lady in the house where I was stopping that she saw one 
of my daughters die, that by the power and authority of the Priesthood 
of God my little girl was raised up from her bed of affliction, and she is 
in the valleys of the mountains to-day enjoying good health. I know 
that in the hour of affliction God hears and answers our prayers and 
comforts our hearts. I have been through these things. I knew as well 
before I went to the hospital that I would return as I know it to-day. I 
knew by the inspiration of the Spirit of God to me that I should recover. 
I bear testimony to you that God lives, and I know it. I bear testimony 
to you that Jesus is the Christ, the Redeemer of the world. I bear testi. 
mony to you that Joseph Smith was a Prophet of God. I pray that God 
may lead us one and all by the light and inspiration of Bis Bp en aed. I 
ask it in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
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BIRMINGHAM CONFERENCE. 


Tue Birmingham o was held Sunday, June 5, 1898, at 10:30 a. m., 
in the Latter-day Sainte Chapel, Hunter’s Vale, off Farm Street. Meeting 
was called to order by President J. H. Paul. The congregation sang the 
hymn on page 5, “The morning breaks, the shadows flee.” Prayer was 
offered by Elder Thomas Phillipe. The choir sang the hymn on page 195, 
“Let Zion in her beauty rise.” : 

The statistical report for the past five months was read as follows: 
Number of Branches, 4; missionaries, High Priests, 2; Seventies, 15; Local 
Priesthood, Elders, 11; Priests, 12; Teachers, 9; Deacons 2; en 
286; total officers and members, 320; children under 8 years old, 68 ; total 
number of souls, 388. Baptized, 49; excommunicated, 1; died, 1; removed, 
1. Strangers’ houses visited, in tracting, 8,048; by invitation, 590; Gospel 
conversations, 1,777; tracts distributed, 36,312; books distributed, 192; 
meetings held, in-door, 398; out-door, 54. 

The following Elders then addressed the congregation : Daniel Clark, 
Wm. A. N. Challis and L. C. Duncan. 

The general authorities of the Church, and the presidency of the Euro- 
pean Mission were presented and unanimously sustained by the Saints 
present. 

J. H. Paul was unanimously sustained as president of 1 
Conference, and the — — Traveling Elders were sustained to labor 
in the districts named. Birmingham: Charles S. Green, Thomas Ash, 
Daniel Clark, Jas. T. Poulton and H. B. Smith; Wolverhampton: Thomas 
Phillips, Franklin Whitehouse and W. A. Bate; Dudley: A. J. Grant and 
Thomas E. Green; Northampton: J. W. James, Thomas G. Reid and 
W. A. N. Challis; Warwick: Joseph Smith and John S. Painter; Here- 
ford: Joseph E. Williams. H. B. Smith was sustained as clerk of the con- 
ference. The choir sang the hymn on page 277 “Though in the outward 
Church below.” Benediction by Elder A. J. Grant. 

At 2:30 p. m., the congregation sang the hymn on page 143, O my father.” 
Prayer was offered by Elder H. B. Smith. The choir sang the hymn on page 
218, “An angel from on high, the long, long silence broke.” Elders J. W. 
James, Geo. T. Spokes and J, H. Paul addressed the congregation. The 
choir sang the anthem, “O come let us sing.” Benediction by Elder T. Ash. 

At 6:30 p.m., the congregation sang the hymn on page 268, “The Spirit 
of God like a fire is burning.” Prayer by Elder E. E. Pike, of the Chelten- 
ham Conference. The choir sang the hymn on page 44, “Ye simple souls 
who stray.” The speakers were Presidents Joseph W. McMurrin and 
Rulon S. Wells. Choir n the Anthem Jerusalem.“ Benediction by 
Elder Jas. T. Poulton. 

Conference House, No. 320 Summer Lane. All the Elders reported their 
labors: Elders Spokes, Wells and McMurrin also gave timely instructions. 
All testified that they had a good time during the conference, and that 


H. B. SMITH, Clerk of Conference, 
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DEATH OF ELDER ‘GEORGE 0. 


* 


Ox May 16, 1898, Elder Gwilliam died of 
apoplexy at his Dome f in Salt Lake City, Utah. He was born at Bedwellty 
Parish, Monmouthshire, South Wales, November 15, 1828. He joined the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in his native land, and went 
to Utah in 1854. Elder Bywater was well known and highly esteemed in 
the community in which he resided. 

The Deseret News says concerning him: ' 

“In every way and sense he was à man of superior * and "ibn. : 
He was humble as a child, yet possessed talents of a high order. He was 
conscientious to a fault, if that were possible, and sought most diligently 
to be just to all men, never forgetting to mingle mercy with justice. He 
‘was a skillful mechanic, an erudite student, and an orator of rare eloquence 
and power. His gift as a public speaker would have won fame and fortune 
for him if devoted to any other cause than that to which he dedicated it, 
Mormonism. 

“Of his heart and of his Wale = of the highest praise night’ be 
spoken without doing him full justice. He belongs to that class of men 
whose numbers are so limited and who, instead of being forgotten when 
they are gone, are honored more after ey are dead than while they are 


| living.” 


ably released from laboring in the MinLENNIAL Stak office to return home 
June 18, 1898. In connection with his missionary labors Elder Nose has 
been laboring in the printing department of this office for the pas six 
months. During this time, besides printing the weekly issue of the Bra 
Covenant. 

Elder J. C. bas best in the Norwich 
Conference and appointed to labor in the MiLLENNIAL Sran Office. 

John Lloyd has been honorably released from laboring as Traveling 
Elder in the Welsh Conference to return home June 23, 1896. | 

F. J. A. Jaques has been honorably released from laboring t 
ing Eider in the to return 
in 
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Jesse T. Badger has been honorably released from laboring as a Travel - 
ing Elder in the London Conference to return home July 2 1898. 
Malcolm MeKinnon: has been honorably released aver 
the Scottish Conference to return home July 2, 1898. 75 
David O. McKay has been appointed to preside over the Be 8 
erence. 
William Mawson has been released from the ‘Irish 3 Sonference : 
appointed to labor ag a Traveling Elder in the Leeds Confererice. 
_ Elders John H. Bailey, Jr., and Don B. — who dae n ‘previously 
released, return on June 43; 1606, 


CoNnFERENCE ‘Nonck! A conferénce of the Latter-day Saints in 
thi Welsh Conference’ District will be held June 19, 1898. The morning 
meeting will converie at the mission room, 188 Cathays Terrace, Cathays ; 
the afternoon and evening meetings will be held in the Swiss Hall, Queen 
Street, Cardiff. — Fan at 10:30 am., and at 2:30 * 


RAYS OF LIVING LIGHT. 


Tur Boor: OF Monwox. 


“TRUTH shall epring out of, the 5: shall look down 
from heaven.” So prophesied the Psalmist, (Ps. 85: 11). This may be 
viewed as a figurative expression, but it has been literally fulfilled in the 
19th century, In the midst of the disputations over the meaning of many 
parts of the Bible, which have caused so many heart-burnings and bitter 
feelings among preachers and professors of religion, out of the earth has 
come forth a sacred record containing divine truth in such plainness and 
— to settle in the minds of believers those oontroversies which 
have agitated the world of theology. When the American continent was 
discovered by Columbus and others, who were led to cross the great 
waters in search of unknown. lands, a dark-skinned race, composed of 
many different tribes but evidently of a common origin, were found in 
possession of the Western Continent. Varying in their characteristics 
from the white, the black, the yellow, and all the European, Asiatic and 
Ethiopian branches of the human family, their origin became a cause of 
wonder and ‘scientific investigation. The general conclusion arrived at 
wann, that at dome remote period their ancestors had migrated from some 
portion of the Eastern Hemisphere, but when, or 
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But 3 1829 a book was published in the State of New: York, 
claiming to have been translated from metallic plates found in a hill-side 
in that State, by a young man who ‘was directed to their place of deposit 
by an angel of God, and who was inspired in the work of tra 
decipher the hieroglyphics inscribed on those plates, being aided in the 
work by an instrument, discovered with them, called. the Urim and 
Thummim. The plates had the appearance of gold, were not quite so 
thick as common tin, were about six inches by seven in size, were en- 
graved on both sides, and were fastened together in the shape of a book 
by three rings at the back. Acting under instructions of the heavenly 
messenger, the young man, Joseph Smith, proceeded as quietly as - possi- 
ble to perform the arduous task required of him. As he was but a poor 
scholar, he obtained the assistance of a scribe to write, as he dictated word 
by word. The news of the discovery, however, became noised around, 
and ridicale from both preachers and people was followed by attempts at 
violence, so that the plates had to be concealed, and, with their translator, 
removed from place to place. 

Characters Certified to. 

A farmer, named Martin Harris, who had become interested in the 
work, received from Joseph Smith.a copy of some of the hieroglyphics 
with their translation. These he carried to New York and submitted 
them to some learned linguists, among them Prof. Anthon, who after 
examining them, pronounced them true characters and the translation, 
so far as he could determine, to be correct. He wrote a certificate ito | 
this effect, and gave it to Martin Harris. But questioning him ‘as to 
how the young man had obtained the record containing these ch 
he was informed that it was revealed to him by an angel of God. He 
then requested Mr. Harris to let him look at the certificate he had given 
him. On receiving it he tore it up, declaring that there was ‘no such 
thing as angels from heaven now-a-days, but said if the book was brönght 
to him he would endeavor to translate it. A portion of the reeord being 
sealed, Martin Harris informed him of that fact, when he exclaiméd, 1 
cannot read a sealed book.” As will be: ate 


“Contents ot che Bon. 


into the English language by Joseph Smith, and formed a volume of about 
600 pages, which was published as the Book of Mormon. : This title was 
given to it because a prophet named Mormon, by command of God, about 
four hundred years after Christ, compiled and abridged the records’ of 
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prophets whe ministered on the American Continent, back to about 600 
years before Christ, when a colony of Israelites were led from Palestine 
across the waters and became a numerous people, the ancestors of the 
present race of American Indians. The account of their travels, their 
establishment on the Western Hemisphere, the revelations of God to 
: their division through wickedness into separate tribes, the manner 
in. which the hue of their complexion was changed, their wars, their 
works, their buildings, their customs, their language, the words of their 
prophets, are all given in great plainness in the Book of Mormon. An 
aceount is also given of the visit of our Lord Jesus Christ to this people 
12 — His resurrection, fulfilling His own prediction recorded in John 10: 
“And other sheep I have which are not of this fold. Them also I 

ee bring, and they shall hear my voice, and there shall be one fold and 
one shepherd.” That these “other sheep” were not the Gentiles, as 
popularly supposed, is clear from Christ's statement, “I am not sent but 
unto the lost sheep of the House of Israel.“ (Matt. 15: 24). He estab- 
lished His Church among them, ordaining Twelve Apostles, and giving them 
the same Gospel, authority, gifts, powers, ordinances and blessings as He 
gave to His “sheep” on the Eastern Hemisphere. Thus the fullness of 
the Gospel is contained in the Book of Mormon, which stands as a witness 

of the truth of the Bible. The two records supporting each other, and 
both united bearing testimony to an unbelieving world that Jesus of 
— eee the Son of ‘the Eternal God and the Savior of the 
‘walt: 
eon from the Tower of Babel. 
a This 5 an account of a colony directed of the Lord 
: to the Western Continent at the time of the scattering of the people from 

the land of Shinar and the confusion of tongues, at the stoppage of the 
building of the Tower of Babel. The ruins of their, cities and temples 
aud . fortifications, discovered by travelers and archeologists since the 
publication. of the Book of Mormon, are silent but potent witnesses of 
the truth of the record. Each succeeding year brings forth further evi- 
‘dences of this character, that form a cloud of witnesses to the divine mis- 
sion of the Prophet, Seer, and Translator, Joseph Smith. The Book of 
Mormon has since been published in many languages and submitted to the 
derutiny of the religious and scientific world, and no one as yet has been 
able to point out wherein it disagrees with the Jewish scriptures or with 


the. facta developed by antiquarian research and scientific investigation. 
Let it was brought forth in this age by an unlearned youth, not acquainted 
with the world, reared in rural simplicity, without access to the literature 
of the present. 
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Proof of Divine Inspiration. 
een to the Book of Mormon, the igh who 2 neyed fron 

Jerusalem to the American Continent, taking with them the gene 

of their fathers and writings of the Law and the Prophets, were "ie 
the tribe of Joseph through Ephraim and Manasseh, and were led” out 
of Palestine when Zedekiah was King of Judah. In keepin ping the record 
which was subsequently abridged by the Prophet Mormon, they ‘ded the 
learning of the Jews and the language of the Egyptians. ‘Their’ ‘hiero- 
glyphs and symbols, however, were changed and modifiéd, so that the 
characters upon the plates revealed to Joseph Smith, where they had lain 
hidden for about 1,400 years, was a reformed Egyptian. How this unediica- 
ted youth was able to bring forth a work of such magnitude and import- 
ance, unless by inspiration of Almighty God, and by the means explained, 
remains a mystery to unbelievers. For a long time it was pretended” by 
enemies of the work that one Solomon Spaulding wrote 4 manuzeript 
story, which in some unexplained manner fell into the hands of Joseph 
Smith, who worked it all over into the Book of Mormon. But thut 
foolish tale has signally failed of its purpose, for in recent yeats the 
Spaulding manuscript has come to light, and is now deposited in the 
Library of Oberlin College, Ohio, and proves to be as unlike the Book of 
Mormon as Jack the Giant Killer is dissimilar to the Bible. | te sas 100 

Ancient Prophecies Fulfilled. 
The of America by the seed of who: was into | 

Egypt, fulfills the blessing pronounced on the head of Joseph and 
his sons by the patriarch Jacob (see Genesis 47, also 49: 22-26) ; 
also the blessing pronounced by the Prophet Moses, (Deut. 33: 
18-17). The historical portion of the Book of Mormon shows that the 
American continent, possessed by a “multitude of nations,” the seed of 
Ephraim and Manasseh, is the “blessed land” bestowed on Joseph in 
addition to his portion in Canaan. There are to be found the ever 
lasting hills and the “ancient mountains,” “the precious dinge of 
heaven, and the precious things of the earth,” and all of the character 
istics of the country unto which the branches of the “fruitful bough,” 
were to run over the wall,” as Jacob predicted. That the word of the 
Lord was to be given to the seed of Ephraim may be seen from Hesen 6: 
II, 12: “Because Ephraim hath made many altars to sin, altars hall de 
unto him to in. I have written to him the great things of my law; bat | 
they were counted as a strange thing“ The coming fort of the Book of — 
Mormon is foreshadowed by Isaiah the Prophet, Chapter 29: 410. It‘is 
‘the voice of a fallen people whispering out of the dust.” It has come 
at a time when the world is drunken, but not with wine,” staggering 
under the influence of false doctrine, and without prophets und sees. 


ad 
asl 
WY 
on 
E. 
VS 
* 4 
* 


It the “marvelous: work and which the Lord was to bring 
to pass for the oonfounding of those who had turned things upside down, 
and who e Ein with their mouths while their hearts were far 

‘Isaiah and Ezekiel’s Words. 

The words of the book, Isaiah said, were to be presented to the 1 
saying, Read this I pray thee,” and he was to say, I cannot for it is 
sealed.” The, book itself was to be. delivered to him that is not learned; 
and that it was to be read is clear from verse 18: „And in that day shall 
the deaf hear the words of the book, and the eyes of the blind shall: see 
out of obscurity, and out of darkness. The meek also shall increase their 
joy in the Lord, and the poor among men shall rejoice in the Holy One 
of-Tsrael.” The coming forth of the Book of Mormon as the “stick of 
Joseph,” is also predicted in Ezekiel 37: 15-22. The interview of Martin 
Harris with Prof. Anthon, related above, fulfilled one portion of Isaiah’s 
prophecy, the other portions have come to pass in the translation of the 
book by the unlearned youth and its reception by the meek and poor 
among men, and by the restoration of sight to the blind and hearing to 
to the deaf, who have ssen and heard the words of the book and bear 
testimony to its divine origin. The “Stick of Judah the Bible, is now 
joined with the „Stick of Joseph the Book of Mormon—and, as 
Ezekiel foretold, they have become one in the hand of the Lord, as a 
wines for Son Jesus Christ in the latter 


Testimony of Witnesses. 


As a N to the Book of Mormon the testimony of three witnesser, 
namely, Oliver Cowdery, David Whitmer and Martin Harris, is published, 
declaring “with words of soberness” that an angel of God came down 
from heaven and brought and laid before their eyes the plates from which 
the book was translated; that the voice of God from heaven declared that 
it had been translated by the gift and power of God, and commanded 
them to bear record of it. Also the testimony of eight witnesses is given, 
who saw the plates naturally, handled them, inspected the engravings 
thereon, and turned over the leaves that had been translated. In addition 
to these witnesses, chosen of the Lord to bear record of these facts, thou- 
sands.of people, of various..nationalities, have received divine testimony 
that the book is true, and that Joseph Smith, who translated it by the 
tion of the fullness of times, proclaim anew the everlasting Gospel, the 
one plan of ‘salvation, re-establish the Church of Christ on earth, and 
prepare the way for the coming of Him whose right it is to reign, and 
for the final redemption of the earth from sin and Satan, from darkness 
And very person. who will read the Book of Mormon with 
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an unprejudiced mind and will ask God in faith, in the name of Jesus 
Christ, concerning it, shall surely receive a witntes 15 its trath, reas Bs 
guided in the way of eternal saivation. 

Onanies W. ‘PENROSE. 


| 
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Tux United States of 1 0 is at war with Spain. on e to 
this effect has been issued, and the two nations are arrayed against each 
other. The President of the United States has called upon the nation for 
125,000 volunteers. Utah is asked to supply its this 


which will be nearly 500 men. f 
Speaking of the Latter-day Saints and their declings, tf 8 war, 
Their training has made them a peace-loving people. e Gospel of the 


Lord Jesus Christ leads men to cultivate the arts of peace and to make 
sacrifices to avoid contention and strife, especially when it assumes 80 
serious a form as actual warfare; the Gospel takes from en nerd ory. 087 
tion to shed the blood of their fellow creatures. 
But while this is the prevalent feeling, there are duties which men ane 
their country, and these duties sometimes require them to take up arms 
and risk their own lives in defense of human rights and human liberty. 
It is true that Spain has not visited our shores, nor been guilty of 
oppression and violence towards the people of this land. But not far 
from our coast lies an island which has been termed “the Gem of the 
Antilles”—one of the most favored spots on the globe, so far as ¢limaté, 
the fertility of its soil and the bounties of nature are concerned. Cuba 
has been a source of great riches to the mother country. The. revenues 
derived from the island have contributed largely to Spain’s prosperity. 
But misrule and oppression have prevailed there. Tyranny has been 
exercised to an unbearable extent. On several occasions the Cuban 
people have taken steps to throw off the yoke of Spain, and to obtain:for 
themselves an independent government. It has seemed to them a wrong 
condition for a people to be in to be governed by à nation thousands of 
miles distant. The same feelings which prompted the American colonies 
to attempt to throw off the yoke of Great Britain have seemingly possessed 
many of the people of Cuba. They have been restless under the govern- 
ment imposed upon them. They have. made extraordinary exertions to 
emancipate themselves from the dominion of the government which 
claimed them. We who have resided in Utah asa Territory know how 
painful it is to be governed by men not of our choice; but the condition 
of an American Territory is position 
that Cuba has been in. ; * 10 fort 
For several years past insurgent armics, for the pur 
pose of breaking the dominion of Spain and establishing a free vern: 
ment there; and they have been fighting to achieve this end. 1 
number of the population there have remained loyal to Spain—a lage 
number, no doubt, in proportion, than were loyal to the mother runtry 
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in our revolutionary blen But notwithstanding this, the insurgents 
have maintained themselves in the field, and have gained many successes; 
and, from all accounts, bad has seemed that they would eventually 
triumph. 

The statement has bela’ made, in defense of the Spanish policy and 
against that of the United States, that the attempts of tbe insurgents 
could never have been maintained, had it not been for the encouragement 
and aid which they received from the United States. There has been a 
Cuban junta in this country, which has been collecting funds, material of 
war, and help in different forms, to send to Cuba; and their efforts, it is 
claimed, have materially contributed to the success of the insurgent 
armies, This, doubtless, is true. But the justification for this is found, 1 
suppose, in the fact that Spain has been practicing oppression and cruelty 
ok the most dreadful character in its government of Cuba. Those who 
have sympathized with Spain and been opposed to the policy pursued by 
our government have cited the case of the rebellion of the Southern 
States, and have referred to the manner in which our government resented 
any attempt to aid or give: ‘countenance to the South in its rebellion. 
But, while there is some force i in ‘this view, it should be remembered that 
the two cases are not parallel. 

The manner in which Spain bis governed Cubs and exercised dominion 
and sovereignty over her, cannot be defended upon any principle recog- 
nized in thé land of freedotu lixe ours as just and proper. What lover of 
freedom and af the right of men to self-government can justify the owner- 
ship that has been exercised by Spain over the Cuban people? It is this 
principle that appeals to the American heart, and it is this that forms the 
basis of the ultimatum which President McKinley sent to ‘Spain. The 
atrocities committed by the Spanish upon the Cubans have been of such a 
character that the American people, speaking for humanity at large, have 
felt to lift their voice against the continuation of such frightful scenes. 
Humanity is shocked at the misery inflicted by war, devastation and 
starvation. The hour seemed to have arrived when it became the impera- 
tive duty of a nation like ours to intervene in behalf of the wretched 
people on that island. It seemed absolutely necessary for some power to 
do it, and upon whom did this duty more clearly devolve than upon our 
nation, living in such close proximity and possessing so much power? 

It is not the first time that powerful nations have interposed to rescue 
a suffering people from destruction at the hands of their oppressors. The 
atrocities committed upon the Bulgarians cried aloud to Europe, and 
evoked sympathy and deliverance. | 
This war, therefore, that has now been declared had justification, in that 

its purpose is to bring deliverance to a wretched and oppressed people; 
to restrain, and, if need be, punish the arrogance, cruelty and tyranny of 
a people thousands of miles distant from the scene of the outrages, who 
claim the ownership of the land and the right to govern and control its 
rn however dreadful the consequences may be of maintaining their 
Of course, there will without doubt be a difference of views, even in our 
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